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American Voices Association Trains Young Syrians 

July 21, 2010 

 

 On July 17, American Voices, a Houston, Texas-based NGO, launched a one-week free performing arts 

training program for young Syrians, the Youth Excellence on Stage (YES) Academy. 

 Approximately 200 Syrian students aged 10-26 are benefiting from the Academy, which will culminate 

with free public performances on July 24 (Jazz and Classical Music) and July 25 (Broadway and Hip Hop), both 

at 9:00 p.m. at the Dummar Theater in New Damascus. Faculty and student musicians, actors, and dancers will 

perform in the concerts. 

 The YES Academy’s 11 faculty members are from prestigious American universities and cultural 

organizations including Baylor University, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Theater Under The Stars, and 

HaviKoro Break Dancers.  Their training program offers an emerging generation of Syrian music, dance and 

theater students and teachers in the country’s public and private schools and cultural institutions the chance to 

collaborate with Americans in piano, classical voice, conducting, violin, viola, cello, bass, children’s theater and 

dance, jazz, Broadway, and hip hop dance.  

 The YES Academy donated 3,000 American music books and educational materials to Syrian 

institutions including the Higher Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts, the Solhi al Wadi School, al-Asad 

National Library, and music schools in Homs, Aleppo, and Suwaida. 

 According to the Academy Director, John Ferguson, “The YES Academy brings an American education 

experience to Damascus and creates opportunities for young people to either perfect their skills or try out new 

styles and genres of music, dance and theater with an internationally recognized faculty. I hope that young 

talent from throughout the region will continue to enjoy and benefit from this unique program.” 

 Hosted by the Higher Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts, the YES Academy is sponsored by the U.S. 

Embassy in Damascus as well as other partners. 

 Information regarding the YES Academy can be found on the following websites: 

www.YESAcademy.info, http://www.YouTube.com/americanvoices, and www.americanvoices.org.  

 Members of the press are invited to visit YES Academy training workshops on the campus of the Higher 

Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts daily from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. as well as to attend the free gala 

performances on July 24 and July 25 at 9:00 p.m. at Dummar Theater in New Damascus.    

 

http://www.yesacademy.info/
http://www.youtube.com/americanvoices
http://www.americanvoices.org/


 

 

حفيصبيان   
 

Embassy of the United States of America in Damascus 
 

Tel: 963-11-3391-4444     Fax: 963-11-332-1456     Web: http://damascus.usembassy.gov/ 
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عثىع نفُىٌ الأداء نهشثاب ذذسٌثاً يذج أ ـ ذكغاط ـ غٍش انذكىيٍح ويقشها هٍىعرٍ( أصىاخ أيشٌكٍح)ذًىص أطهقد يُظًح أيٍشٌكاٌ فىٌغٍض  71فً 

 "أكادًٌٍح ٌظ: ذًٍض انشثاب ػهى انًغشح"انغىسي ذذد ػُىاٌ 

جاص ويىعٍقى )ذًىص  02تذفهٍٍ يجاٍٍٍَ فً انرذسٌة يٍ الأكادًٌٍح انرً عرخررى  عُح 02و  72أػًاسهى تٍٍ  طانة عىسي 022وٌغرفٍذ َذى 

وعٍقىو . ضادٍح ديش انغكٍُحيغشح ديش فً  ػهىػُذ انغاػح انراعؼح يغاء  هًاكهٍ ٌقاو (يىعٍقى تشودواي وهٍة هىب) ذًىص 02و (كلاعٍكٍح

 .انًىعٍقى وانرًثٍم وانشقص طلابأداء انذفهٍٍ يجًىػح انًذسعٍٍ وت

جايؼح تاٌهىس وأوسكغرشا عاَد نىٌظ انغًٍفىٍَح  تًا فٍهايًٍضج هى يٍ جايؼاخ ويُظًاخ أيشٌكٍح " ٌظأكادًٌٍح "الأدذ ػشش فً  ىٌانًذسع

طلاب فشصح نهجٍم انُاشئ يٍ انًىعٍقٍٍٍ وانشاقصٍٍ وتشَايجهى انرذسٌثً ٌشكم  ، دٍث(هافٍكىسو تشٌك داَغشص)و (ثٍاذش أَذس را عراسص)و

ػضف انثٍاَى وانصىخ يغ انًىعٍقٍٍٍ الأيشٌكٍٍٍ فً  نهرىاصمانغىسٌح ورنك انؼايح وانًؤعغاخ انثقافٍح ويذسعً انًغشح فً انًذاسط انخاصح و

 .انجاص وانثشودواي وسقص انهٍة هىبالأطفال ويىعٍقى وسقص ٍكً وقٍادج الأوسكغرشا وانكًاٌ وانفٍىلا وانرشٍهى وانثاط ويغشح انكلاع

يؤعغاخ عىسٌح ذضى انًؼهذ إنى يٍ انكرة الأيشٌكٍح انًىعٍقٍح وانًىاد انرذسٌغٍح انًىعٍقٍح  0222 ترأيٍٍ أٌضاً "أكادًٌٍح ٌظ" أعهًدكًا 

 .و يذاسط يىعٍقى فً دًص ودهة وانغىٌذاء ،ويؼهذ صهذً انىادي ويكرثح الأعذ انىطٍُح وانًؼهذ انؼانً نهفُىٌ انًغشدٍحى انؼانً نهًىعٍق

الأيٍشكً إنى ديشق وذرٍخ فشصاً نهشثاب انًىعٍقً فئٌ الأكادًٌٍح ذُقم ذجشتح انرؼهٍى " ":أكادًٌٍح ٌظ"ودغة قىل انغٍذ جىٌ فٍشغغىٌ يذٌش 

وآيم أٌ  . دونٍاً يؼشوفٍٍأعانٍة وأَىاع جذٌذج يٍ انًىعٍقى وانشقص وانًغشح يغ يذسعٍٍ ضٌضها وكزنك انرذسب ػهى وذؼنصقم يهاساذهى 

 ." فً انًُطقح يٍ َىػه الأولهزا انثشَايج يٍ الاعرفادج و لاعرًراعاذغرًش انًىاهة انشاتح يٍ جًٍغ أَذاء انًُطقح فً 

ً نهًىعٍقى وانفُىٌ انًغشدٍح هً تشػاٌح يٍ عفاسج انىلاٌاخ انًرذذج فً ديشق إنى جاَة ششكاء انرً ذجشي فً انًؼهذ انؼان( ٌظ)وأكادًٌٍح 

 .آخشٌٍ

 طلاعالإًٌكٍ  كًا. www.yesacademy.info :  تانهغرٍٍ انؼشتٍح والاَكهٍضٌح ػهى انًىقغ الانكرشوًَ( ٌظ)دىل أكادًٌٍح وذرىفش يؼهىياخ 

ػهى  الانكرشوًَ (ٌىذٍىب)يىقغ  فً (ضٍفىٌغ ٌكاٌأيٍش)ػهى قُاج اخ الأكادًٌٍ م يٍػهى أششطح انفٍذٌى وانصىس انًرؼهقح تك

 .www.americanvoices.org : وػهى يىقؼُا الانكرشوًَ http://www.YouTube.com/americanvoices :انشاتط

 

يغاءً ودضىس  2صثاداً ودرى  72يٍ انغاػح  هصذفٍٍٍ صٌاسج انثشَايج فً دشو انًؼهذ انؼانً نهًىعٍقى وانفُىٌ انًغشدٍح ٌىيٍاًًٌكٍ نو

 .ديشق انجذٌذجضادٍح شح ديش فً يغ ػهىفً انغاػح انراعؼح  0272ذًىص  02و 02انؼشوض الادرفانٍح انخرايٍح تراسٌخ 

 info@americanvoices.org :لمسٌد من المعلوماث ٌرجى زٌارة الموقع الالكترونً
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